
Steve Laumakis didn’t waste any time becoming a volunteer at Saint Rose. Shortly after he and his
wife Mary joined the parish he signed up to be a religious education teacher. He has been a
Wednesday evening fixture in the classroom for 29 years, likely one of the longest serving instructors. 

“I owe a debt to the nuns who taught me at Incarnation School in Philadelphia,” says Steve, “and
this is my way of recognizing what they did for me.” He received the Jane Stuckynski Memorial
Award for extraordinary service to the Religious Education program at Saint Rose.

He was a full-time 7th grade teacher for three years at Immaculate Conception school in Jenkitown,
PA. He also taught religious education at a parish in South Bend, IN while he was getting his Ph.D.
in philosophy at Notre Dame.

After kindergarten Steve only attended Catholic schools, including Cardinal Dougherty High
School (at one time the largest Catholic school in the world with 6,000 students), St. Joseph’s
University, St. Charles Borromeo Seminary, Villanova University and Notre Dame. Since 1990 he
has taught in the Philosophy Department at the University of St. Thomas. “I wanted to be a teacher
since I was in the fifth or sixth grade,” says Steve. “It was just a matter of discovering what I wanted
to teach.” 

Steve and Mary Laumakis

Other things to know about Steve and Mary:
· Steve taught grades five through eight at Saint Rose. He has also been on
the Parish Council and the school advisory board, and a Eucharistic
minister. Both he and Mary coached sports while their girls were in the
parish school.
· Mary, who goes by the name Mary Thomas, was raised in Caledonia, NY,
and graduated from Hamilton College where she played soccer and
softball. She met Steve on a Notre Dame softball field while pursuing her
M.A. degree. “I showed up expecting to play third base,” says Steve. “I saw
Mary playing the position much better than I could and I headed for the
outfield.” Mary received a Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota where
she is administrative specialist for the Program in the History of Medicine
and teaches in the History of Science and Technology program.  
· The two Laumakis daughters graduated from Saint Rose School and
DeLaSalle High School. Maggie is a senior at Drexel University studying
fashion apparel design. Molly is a freshman at the University of Chicago
majoring in physics and astronomy. Both girls are long-time Irish dancers.
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